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Ephesians 1:4-5,11 
“Predestination (Not Calvinistic)” Pt. 2 

 

Introduction 

 
This is a presentation of the doctrines of “conditional election” and “predestination”.  
 
There are two classical views on these subjects, the “traditional view” and “the corporate 
election view”, both agree that election and predestination are both “conditional on faith in 
Christ”.  
 
In contrast is the unconditional, deterministic, and/or fatalistic view of the Calvinist.  
 
Calvinists end up making “election and predestination” seem the same. 
 
But, Election and Predestination are NOT the same thing, but are two separate topics. 
 
Last week we looked at “Election” and this week at “Predestination”. 
 
Last week we first looked in detail last week at what Calvinist believe. 

 
This week just a quick recap of the Calvinist position, and then into the Biblical view of 
Predestination. 
 

I.  Calvinistic Predestination 

Most Calvinists believe that everything that happens is predestined by God. 
 
At best this is: 

Determinism:  
:the doctrine that all events, including human action, are ultimately determined by causes 
external to the will. 

 
At worst it is: 

Fatalism (Merriam-Webster dictionary) 
:a doctrine that events are fixed in advance so that human beings are powerless to change 
them” 

 
Predestination to salvation from the Calvinist mind: 
Predestination to salvation is part of a logical system of thought that goes like this—before God 
created, He elected a small portion of those humans who would come from Adam and Eve.  
They were chosen to have everlasting life.  
 
For many Calvinists, election and predestination to salvation are close to synonyms.  
Him whom God chose, that person is predestined. 
 
God decreed to send His Son to die on the cross for the sins of the elect.  
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Only for the sins of the elect. 
 

Quote: (John Calvin, Book 3, Ch.23) 
“…individuals are born, who are doomed from the womb to certain death, and are to glorify 
him by their destruction.” 

 
Quote: (John Calvin, Book 3, Ch.23) 
“Many professing a desire to defend the Deity from an individual charge admit the doctrine 
of election, but deny that any one is reprobated. This they do ignorantly and childishly, 
since there could be no election without its opposite, reprobation.” 

 
The Calvinist would then say, “I believe in Christ for my salvation”.  
All who believe in Christ for their salvation “are elect”.  
Therefore, I am elect and/or predestined. 
 
The proof is in the perseverance.  
But since no one can be sure if he will persevere or not (i.e.1 Cor 9:27), Calvinists think that 
they are not sure where they will spend eternity. 
 
The question comes up:  
Does the doctrine of predestination destroy one’s assurance of salvation?  
How can he ever have assurance if he is not sure he is predestined or Elected to be saved to 
begin with?” 
 
The short answer is that he can’t be sure he has everlasting life. 
 
As we begin to look at a Biblical Predestination and Election they are NOT the same thing, but 
are two separate topics. 
 
Let’s look at each: 
In our first study we looked at what Calvinism teaches about Election, and then what is a 
Biblical view of Election. 
 
Today, we are going to look at the Biblical view of “Predestination”. 
 

II.  Explaining Predestination  

 
A. Biblical predestination simply said. 

 

• It is God pre-package plan for the Elect. 

• Election is the “WHO”. 

• Predestination is the “WHAT”. 

• All those who believe in Christ, God has determined ahead of time what He is going 
to do “in” their lives and “through” their lives. 

• But it is still man’s choice whether he will follow this plan. 
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• Will he follow it very obediently and bear much fruit or somewhat obediently and 
bear some fruit or not obey and bear no fruit? 

• His fruitfulness or lack of fruitfulness does not confirm he is the elect, or change his 
elect status.  

• His fruitfulness is only hinged on his eternal reward. (1 Cor 3; Rom 8; 2 Cor 5) 
 

B. Before we start looking at a study on this doctrine on predestination, let me make 
a few comments: 
Before we start, I should mention the word predestine (proorizō) occurs only 6 times in 
the New Testament, 2 of which are in Ephesians 1, and 2 of which are in Romans 8. 
(Act 4:28; Rom 8:29; Rom 8:30; 1 Cor 2:7; Eph 1:5; Eph 1:11)  
 
This is not one of the main topics in the Bible, as the Calvinist claim. 
 
The word predestine means “to decide upon beforehand” or “to predetermine”. 
Predestination in the Greek (proorizo) means “to decide beforehand”, to “pre-plan” or 
“pre-determine a plan”, and applies to God’s purposes comprehended in election.  
 
Election is God’s choice “IN CHRIST” of a people (the true church) for Himself.  
 
Predestination comprehends what will happen to God’s people (all genuine believers 
in Christ). 
 
The word predestine means “to decide upon beforehand” or “to predetermine”. 

 
None of these passages refer to predestination to everlasting life.  

• That is because God did not do that.  

• God did not decide in advance who would be born again and who would not.  
 

We have many passages in the Bible where God wanted man to come, repent to be 
saved, and man would not, and therefore he wasn’t. 
If it were by God’s all powerful determinism He would have just made them repent and 
believe, but that is not the case. 

• Matt 23:37-39 (“but you were not willing”);  

• Acts 13:46 (“you…judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life”);  

• Acts 16:31 (“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved…”).  

• Ezekiel 18:31-32 (God doesn’t want them to die in their sin and begs them to 
repent) 

 
While God certainly knew in advance all who would believe in Christ, and all who 
would not, because He is God and knows all things. 

• He did not predestine that, because He honors man’s freewill. 

• And our day to day choices make a difference: 

• If we pray or don’t 

• If we obey or don’t 

• If we get strengthened in the word or not 
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Example: (1 Sam 23) 

David ask God if Saul is coming to the city of Keilah to kill him and God said, yes. 
So, David left Keilah and Saul changed course and never did come to Keilah. 

 
C. What are the things God Predestined? 

 
1. God determined in advance that Jesus would die on the cross for the sins of 

the world. 
 

Gen 3:15 In the Garden….God prophesies ….Jesus’ death and defeat of Satan. 
 

Act 4:28  
28 "to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done. 

 
2. God decided in advance that He would hide certain truths (“a mystery, the 

hidden wisdom”) from mankind until the Messiah came. 
 

1 Cor 2:7  
7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God 
ordained before the ages for our glory, 

 
3. God predestines some to be conformed to the image of His Son. 

 
Rom 8:29  
29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of 
His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.  
Rom 8:30  
30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these 
He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 
 
Paul means that God determined in advance that all who believe in Jesus will one 
day be conformed to His Son’s image. 
 
This is looking at our future glorification; when we will be fully conformed to the 
image of His Son.  

 
4. God Predestined us …..to be called (Rom 8:30)  

Called to be in His body, the Church, into ministry. 
This is not referring to being called into salvation. (Eph 1:1 to the Saints; Paul is 
writing to believers). 

 
5. God Predestined us …..to be justified (Rom 8:30)  

 
6. God Predestined us …..to be glorified (Rom 8:30) 
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7. God predestines us to adoption as sons.  
God predestined that all who believe in His Son are at the moment of faith adopted 
by Him as sons. This refers to our new heavenly bodies. 

 
Eph 1:5  
5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according 
to the good pleasure of His will, 
 
Rom 8:14-16  
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  
15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the 
Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father."  
16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God, 
 
Rom 8:23  
23 Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the 
redemption of our body. 

 
8. God predestined us to an inheritance: (Eph. 1:5,11) 

 
Eph 1:11  
11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to 
the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will, 

 
Eph 1:14  
14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 
possession, to the praise of His glory. 
 
1Peter 1:4-5  
4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, 
reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

 

• Our salvation (Heb 1:14) 

• Eternal life (Matt 19:29; Titus 3:5-7)  

• All the promises of God (Heb 6:12; 2 Cor 1:20) 

• Heaven (Matt 25:34; John 14:1-4) 

• Our Heavenly, Celestial, or immortal body (Rom 8:16-18) 

• Christ Himself (Gen 15:1; Num 18:20; Josh 13:33; Deut. 10:9; Deut 18:2 
;John 14:3b;Col 3:11c) 

 
9. Predestined us …..to be holy and blameless  

 
Eph 1:4  
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4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should 
be holy and without blame before Him in love, 

 
10.  Predestined us …..to be redeemed  

 
Eph 1:7  
7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of His grace 

 
11.  Predestined us to eternal life, no matter what! 

 
John 6:39  
39 "This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He has given Me I 
should lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last day. 
 
John 10:28-29  
28 "And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall 
anyone snatch them out of My hand.  
29 "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is 
able to snatch them out of My Father's hand. 
 
1 Peter 1:4-5 
4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, 
reserved in heaven for you,  
5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 
 
1 John 5:13a  
13a These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of 
God, that you may know that you have eternal life, …. 

 
Heb 13:5b  
5b For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you." 
 
 
Matt 28:20  
20 "… and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen. 
 
Question: 
 
1. What if we become a sexual deviant? 

 
1 Cor 5:5  
5 deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit 
may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
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2. What if we start teaching heresy? 
 

1 Tim 1:19-20  
19 having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, 
concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck, 20 of whom are Hymenaeus 
and Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn not to 
blaspheme. 

 
3. What if we are not leading a very obedient Christian life? 

 
Jude 1:20-23  
20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, 
praying in the Holy Spirit,  
21 keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ unto eternal life.  
22 And on some have compassion, making a distinction;  
23 but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the 
garment defiled by the flesh. 
 
Jude 1:24-25  
24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present 
[you] faultless Before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy,  
25 To God our Savior,  
Who alone is wise,  
Be glory and majesty,  
Dominion and power,  
Both now and forever.  
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

12.  Predestined us …..to be created to do good works  
 

Eph 2:10  
10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 

 
D. Predestination and election have this in common  

They only take place in the corporate body of Christ (i.e., the church),  
and comprehends each one of us individually,   
“only in association with that body through a living faith “IN” Jesus Christ.” 

 

III.  Calvinists twist many VERSES by their view of Election and Predestination  
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A. Calvinists twist John 6:44 
Calvinist say, you must be called unto Salvation, before you can be saved.  Not true!! 

 
They will use a verse like here in John 6:44 
Then the say, “The Father must draw, before anyone can come to Salvation, and 
then infer that “only the elect will be drawn”. 
Not true! 

 
John 6:44  
44 "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I 
will raise him up at the last day. 

 
The question is “Who does the Father draw/call, and how”? 

 
Answer is in next verse: 

 
John 6:45  
45 "It is written in the prophets, 'And they shall all be taught by God.' 
Therefore, EVERYONE who has heard and learned from the Father 
comes to Me. 

 
Who? Everyone (everyone can if they want, and also receive or learn if 
they chose to). 
 
How does the Father draw?  
The Bible tells us 5 different ways. 

 
1. Through His Creation  

This is called General Revelation, (Rom 1:18-32), 
 
 

Rom 1:20  
20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes 
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are 
without excuse, 

 
2. Through His Word (of truth) 

This is called Special Revelation. 
 

John 8:32  
32 "And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free." 
 
John 17:17  
17 "Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 
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3. Through His Messengers 

Through Prophets in Old Testament, and through His apostles in 
the New Testament. 

 
Heb 1:1 
1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time 
past to the fathers by the prophets, 
 
Eph 3:3-4  
3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery 
(as I have briefly written already,  
4 by which, when you read, you may understand my 
knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 
5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons of 
men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy 
apostles and prophets: 

 
4. Through His Son 

 
Heb 1:2  
2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He 
has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made 
the worlds; 

 
 
 
 
 

5. Through the Holy Spirit 
 

John 16:13-15  
13 "However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will 
guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own 
authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell 
you things to come.  
14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and 
declare it to you.  
15 "All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said 
that He will take of Mine and declare it to you. 

 
B. Another verse Calvinists twist is John 15:16: 

Calvinist say, God chooses and man has no choice whether he is elect or not. 
 

They will use a verse like here in John 15:16 
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John 15:16  
16 "You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 
should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you 
ask the Father in My name He may give you. 

 
Context is a must: 
Context with such passages is essential.  

 
Quote: (Don Carson) 

 
a TEXT 
without a CONTEXT 
is a PRETEXT 
for a PROOF TEXT 

 
First, this passage is not about salvation (Calvinist see the word chose or elect, 
they start talking about salvation), but this passage is talking about ministry and 
fruitfulness in the ministry. John 15:1-8, is a classic passage on this topic. 

 
Secondly, looking in this context it is clear that Jesus is talking about the 
choosing of the “12 apostles” only, and not referring to “all believers”. Just read 
the whole chapter in context. 

 
John 6:70-71  
70 Jesus answered them, "Did I not choose you, the twelve, and one of 
you is a devil?" 71 He spoke of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, for it 
was he who would betray Him, being one of the twelve. 

 
C. This is the way a Calvinist would understand John 3:16-17 

 
Gospel according to Calvinism: (twisted version John 3:16-17 
“For God so loved the Elect, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosesoever 
was UNCONDITIONALLY ELECTED BEFORE THE FONDATION OF THE WORLD 
should not perish but have eternal life, for God sent His Son into the world TO 
CONDEMN THE WORLD, AND IN ORDER THAT ONLY THE ELECT MIGHT BE 
SAVED through Him. 
 
But John 3:16 is a very wonderful and clear verse, unless you twist it: 

 
John 3:16  
16 "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

 

Conclusion 
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